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Hridoy has no regrets after missing ton on ODI debut
Dhaka: B a n g l a d e s h
young batsman Towhid
Hridoy said on Saturday
that he does not have any
regrets after missing a
hundred on his ODI
debut against Ireland in
the three-match series
opener at Sylhet.
The young right hander
played a masterful knock
on his debut to rewrite
history as he became the
country's highest scorer
as a debutant and he had
an opportunity to make it
big and score a hundred
before falling for 92. "I
don't have regret
(missing the hundred)
and I could have got out
in the first ball. I am
always grateful to Allah
for whatever I have done.
Hopefully I will do it
next time," Hridoy told
reporters after the game.
Hridoy, who passed
Nasir Hossain's 63 runs
against Zimbabwe to
became the highest
scorer on ODI debut,

Bangladesh (while
giving the cap) and it was
very inspiring," he said
about Mushfiqur with
whom he added 80 runs
for the fifth wicket.
"When I was small in
2007, Mushfiqur bhai
got a stump after
beating India and one
day I went to the
stadium and when I saw
the stump in a program
of Mushfiqur bhai it
really inspired me," he
said.
Hridoy, who earlier
spoke about his long
journey, said that his
mother will be the
happiest person
considering she always
backed him to pursue
his dream of playing
cricket. "At one point I
wanted to quit cricket
but later Sujon (Khaled
Mahmud) Sir helped me
from the young age,"
said Hridoy. "Today my
mother will be the
happiest person."

made 92 off 85 balls that
included eight fours and
two sixes. His knock was
instrumental in
Bangladesh posting their
highest ODI total on the
board on the back of
Shakib Al Hasan's 93 as
the duo added 135 off
just 125 balls after they
were reduced to 81-3.
"I always wanted to bat

with the proper intent
and I never felt like I
need to get set and things
like that. I wanted to play
according to the merit of
the ball. Batting with
Shakib bhai is always
helpful as he is an
experienced batsman and
was learning a lot while
batting with him in the
middle," said Hridoy.

"We had talks while he
gave me space and he
was saying take the game
deep."
Hridoy added that he was
inspired by his childhood
idol Mushfiqur Rahim
after the veteran
presented him with his
cap. "Mushfiq bhai was
telling me that you have
a good future and support

Legends League Cricket: Shahid Afridi's Asia Lions Thrash Gautam
Gambhir's India Maharajas By 85 Runs To Enter Final
NewDelhi:Asia Lions
avenged their 10-wicket
loss in the group stage of
the Legends League
Cricket (LLC 2023) to
India Maharajas on
Saturday (March 18) as
they thrashed and
knocked out Gautam
Gambhir-led side with a
massive 85-run victory
in the Eliminator match
at the Asian Town
Cricket Stadium in
Doha. After winning the
toss, Lions decided to
bat first nd posted a
whopping 191 for 5 in
the 20 overs. Opener
Upul Tharanga shone
with the bat, striking a
31-ball 50 while
Tillakaratne Dilshan
also contributed with 27
runs. T
The opening
partnership of 85 runs
in just 8.5 overs really
helped Lions set up a

Uthappa fell for 15 in
the fifth over and then
wickets began to tumble
at regular intervals. The
middle order crumbled
as the likes of Yusuf
Pathan, Mohammad
Kaif, Suresh Raina and
Irfan Pathan all got out
cheaply. India Maharajas
eventually got out for
just 106 in 16.4 overs,
losing the game by 85
runs. Tharanga was
named the Man of the
Match for his quickfire
innings at the top of the
order.
With this massive win,
Asia Lions reached the
final of Legends League
Cricket 2023 which will
be held between them
and World Giants on
March 20 at West End
Park International
Cricket Stadium in Doha,
Qatar.

huge total on the board.
Mohammad Hafeez and
Asghar Afghan played
fine knocks of 38 and
34 runs on equal
number of deliveries to
keep the momentum
with Lions. Later,

former Sri Lanka all-
rounder Thisara Perera
smashed 24 off just12
balls, including 1 four
and 2 sixes respectively,
to take the total to 191
for 5 at the end of 20
overs.

Chasing the target of
192 runs, India
Maharajas got off to a
brilliant start as skipper
Gambhir and his batting
partner Robin Uthappa
put on 47 for the first
wicket in quick time.

"Will Bring Back Interest In ODIs": Ex-India
Star's Massive Take On Hardik Pandya's Captaincy

NewDelhi:With the
advent of T20 cricket,
longer-format games
have been fighting hard
for their survival. While
the Test cricket has seen
a revival of late, it is the
ODI format that finds
itself in danger. Amid the
ongoing discussions
about the future of the
50-over format, former
India cricketer Ajay
Jadeja feels that
aggresive style of
captaincy that Hardik
Pandya does would bring
the interest of the fans
back in the format.
Notably, Hardik led India

for time in an ODI during
a match against Australia
in Mumbai on Friday.
The hosts won the game
by 5 wickets.
"Whenever you watch
Hardik Pandya play, he
plays in a different way.
Not just playing, watch
him walking in the
afternoon, he has a
different vibe. He is
always aggressive, so
when you look at the
playing XI, who were the
bowlers, Shami, Siraj, be
it a good or bad day for
him, that's different.
Then he has kept
Kuldeep, then he himself

bowls aggressively.
Jadeja is a defensive
bowler but is not really
defensive. His mindset is
aggressive so the
captaincy doesn't have a
drag in games. Everyone
has their own way, some
are successful, some are
not," said Ajay Jadeja on
Cricbuzz.
"If you look at Kane
Williamson, if he would
have been far that day in
the run out, then people
would have said, why did
they take it so close.
That's his style of
playing. Similarly, MS
Dhoni had a style, so this
is Hardik Pandya's style.
This is attacking style, it
won't bore you. It will
bring back your interest
in ODI cricket", he
added.
Hardik won't be the
captain of the Indian
team in the second ODI
as regular skipper Rohit
Sharma will return in the
role. He had missed the
first game due to family
commitments.

Glenn Maxwell And Vini Celebrate
One Year Marriage Anniversary
NewDelhi:Australia and
Royal Challengers
Bangalore (RCB)
cricketer Glenn Maxwell
completed one year of his
marriage with Vini
Raman, who's an India-
origin pharmacist by
profession. The couple
tied the knot exactly one
year ago in a wedding
followed by Indian rituals.
Vini shared an adorable
video to wish her husband
a very happy anniversary.
The couple got married a
few days before last
season's Indian Premier
League (IPL 2022).
Maxwell recently injured
himself with a freak
accident on a friend's
birthday party in
November 2022. He even
revealed he screamed for
his wife straight away
after realising he was not
able to move his broken

leg. (READ: IPL 2023:
Harbhajan Singh Breaks
Silence On Rift Rumours
With MS Dhoni)
"It just snapped. I heard
and felt every part of it. It
was pretty painful. I was
screaming a bit and he (mu
friend) was like, 'please
tell me you're joking,
please tell me you're
joking'. Then I hit this
ultimate calmness and
shock and was like - just
broken my leg. I am pretty
sure both bones are
broken. Don’t think I

should move. Can you
please get my wife?", he
remembered
"After surgery I probably
didn't sleep for two days
while I was in agony. It
was it was a pretty horrible
couple of days. My wife
was unbelievable through
it all,” Maxwell recalled.
Recently, Virat Kohli met
his Royal Challengers
Bangalore teammate
Glenn Maxwell in the
ongoing ODI series
between India and
Australia.

USA to remain co-host of 2024 T20 WC despite recent turmoil
NewDelhi:The United
States will continue to
remain the joint hosts
of the 2024 Twenty20
World Cup along with
Cricket West Indies
(CW). Cricbuzz can
confirm that the
matches will be spread
across the US and the
Caribbean islands
(across the West
Indies) with a formula
for the distribution of
number of games in
each country to be
finalised.
A formal clarification
on the matter was
issued at the Chief
Executives Meeting
(CEC) of the
International Cricket
Council (ICC) on
Saturday and a source,
who was a member of
the CEC, has
confirmed this to
Cricbuzz. An
announcement on the
issue could be made

after the ICC is done
with the on-going
series of meetings on
Monday.
The CEC clarification,
when it was raised by
a participant, comes
amid speculation of
internal turmoil in the
USA Cricket and
questions being raised
over the country's
right to host the global
event. There was
further clarification
from the CEC that by
virtue of being the co-
host, the United States
national team will
auto-qualify for the
tournament and it will
be one of the 20 teams
that will compete in it.
There will be four
groups in a 55-match
tournament to be
played over 25 days
starting in June next
year.
There will be four
groups in the 55-

match tournament to
be played over 25 days
starting in June next
year.
Over the next couple
of days, the global
administrators will
formally kick-start
discussions around the
principles of financial
distributions for the
next cycle of the ICC
events. One may recall
that it was one of the
contentious points
among members and it
had led to the much-
debated Position
Paper and emergence
of the Big Three who
had argued that the
distribution model
should be
commensurate with
the revenue generated
from each member
country.
The ICC, under the
chairmanship of
Shashank Manohar,
managed to neuter the

Big Three -- the Board
of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI),
England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB)
and Cricket Australia
(CA) - but the
financial distribution
principle underwent
major overhaul. The
Big Three were
allotted a major chunk
of the revenue but not

necessarily to their
satisfaction.
India has been a major
source of revenue for
the ICC with more
than 70 per cent of its
income coming from
the Indian firms. That
could go beyond 80-
85 per cent this time
around after Disney
Star's recent mega bid
for the ICC rights of

next four years. It was
tipped to be around $
3 billion and there will
be renewed focus on
the distribution model.
A decision will be
deferred to another
meeting but the ICC
members will start
discussing it. For the
record, Jay Shah, the
secretary of the BCCI,
is the chair of the

finance and
commercial affairs
(F&CA) committee of
the ICC.
Meanwhile, there will
be discussions on how
the Future Tours
Programme (FTP)
should look post the
2027. There has been
a global call for a
balance between
international cricket
and domestic,
f r a n c h i s e - b a s e d
Twenty20 leagues and
ICC will start
planning for it.
Recently, the World
Cricket Committee of
the Marylebone
Cricket Club (MCC),
the authority of the
game's laws, passed a
resolution stating that
the game has reached
an important
c r o s s r o a d s ,
recommending urgent
intervention from the
game's leaders (ICC)

to ensure
international and
franchise cricket can
thrive together
h a r m o n i o u s l y .
Incidentally, the
meeting was held in
Dubai, the
headquarters of the
ICC.
The ICC Board,
meanwhile, will get
an update from the
working group on
Afghanistan. The
country under the
Taliban has not
allowed women's
cricket, a requirement
for a full member of the
ICC, and it had led to
calls for sanctions
against the Afghanistan
Cricket Board (ACB).
Although serious action
against the ACB is
unlikely, the ICC may
come out with a
statement on
Afghanistan.


